
I want people to be in the arena being Intentional Disciples  - 

 making up our minds every day to live the Gospel,  

to live it wholeheartedly with magnanimity and enthusiasm—                                                                
my favourite two words. 

We are called to be in the arena ; 

called to be in an  area that can be a very frustrating place to be , 

a place of scandal and deep disappointment , 

but still the only place to  be.  

It is hard, it is difficult,  

It is challenging, there are things we don’t like, 

human mistakes and shortcomings,  

BUT there is no one else to turn  to , we are called to stay In the 
arena. 

It is still a place of hope and inspiration;  

It is still a place where  an enormous amount of good is done   

and people are helped, given hope and encouragement. 

Again, building on the words of  Pope Francis: 

There are many issues that confront us but , 

“In the meantime we come together  

to take charge of this church  that has been entrusted to us .  

Let  us sing as we go.  

May our  struggles and our concern for our church                    
never take away the joy of our hope.“ 
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From the beginning of his papacy, Pope Francis has called us  

to go to the edges, to the peripheries,. 

There will be no future unless we go out to others, 

to others in need, 

to others who are struggling in life 

and looking for, needing hope. 

“We should not lock ourselves up in our parish,  

 among our friends. 

with people who think as we do— 

But instead the church must step outside herself. 

To go where? 

To the outskirts of existence , wherever they may be. 

Your proper place is on the frontier, 

not to build walls, but bridges”.  

                                        Cardinal John quoting Pope Francis  

Our parishes are always about serving others , 

 reaching out to the world around us , 

especially the poor and lonely ,the struggling,  

the stranger, the disabled, and abandoned  

The church of the future needs to have  

lay people who are formed theologically,  

because  our baptism calls us us to leadership . 

 

We will be expanded theologically 

 through our own reading,  

through book groups ,  

through actual theological study .  

There are endless opportunities for this . 

 

Most people do not do any further  -                                      

any religious education or theology. 

 

The world is more complex. 

The church is more complex. 

Moral and ethical questions are more complex. 

The church of the future will need people             

who are theologically expanded. 


