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Pastoral Council Catholic Parish of Hastings 

Minutes of Meeting Sunday 2nd April 2017 

The meeting commenced at 5.00 pm 

Present:  Mary-Jo Close (Chair), Trish Sharp (Minutes), Judith Drabble, Hera Ferris, Vipin 

Thomas, Gloria Reilly, Fr. Vince, Kai Jugo 

Welcome: Mary-Jo welcomed everyone and Father Vince opened the meeting with a prayer. 
                              
Apologies: Mike Flynn, Fr Nat., Mary Fama, Deb Lucy  

Minutes of the previous meeting 7 March 2017: Tabled 

Matters arising from the minutes:  

Nil 
 

General Business: 

Death and Dying; 

Kai presented a draft copy of the invitation to the “Information evening” on death and dying. The 
evening will be held at St. Joseph’s School Hall on 19th May 2017 from 5.30pm to 7.00pm 
There will be eleven panellists, including Hera, who will be answering questions on Maori protocol 
and Fr Vince, on the Catholic perspective of dying and death. 
Kai emphasised that this evening is NOT a forum on euthanasia and is an information evening in 
regards to death and dying. He will facilitate the evening to ensure suitable times are kept and 
oversee the questions and answers to and from the panel. There will be an intermission when there 
will be an opportunity to write questions to the panel. 
 
Kai suggested that invitations be sent to The Catholic Parish of Hastings, Aged Concern, social 
workers, Napier Catholic parish, and Anglican parishes.  Fr. Vince will confirm, to Kai, who will 
receive invitations. Once confirmed, Admin support is to send out the invitations. 
Invitees will be given the opportunity to email questions to Kai, prior to the evening, who will then 
forward these onto the appropriate panellist. 
 
Gifts for panellists are to be organised. It was suggested by Mary – Jo that they be given St. Joseph’s 
school wine or a bottle of wine. Vipin is to find out if St. Joseph’s wine still available. 
The evening is to be advertised in the Hastings Leader and Village Press.  
 
Kai left the meeting. 
 
Support for Maori Community: 
 
Hera voiced her concerns regarding the Paki Paki community.  One issue is the leaking roof at the 
Immaculate Conception church. Fr. Vince and Marie Russell will address this issue at the next 
Finance committee meeting to be held on Tuesday 11th April.  Hera noted how pleased she was at 
the increased attendance at the 8.00 am Mass. 
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Youth Support: 
 
 
Deferred until next meeting. 
 

Ecumenical Focal Person: 

It was discussed at the recent AGM that there is to be a person appointed to liaise with other churches 

regarding ecumenical Christmas festivities. i.e. Christmas carols 

Vipin suggested that an Ecumenical Council be formed to organise events. 

Fr. Vince will have a meeting with other ministers, at some stage, to discuss themes and times suitable 

at Christmas. 

 

Health and Safety: 

The Diocese of Palmerston continually requests that Parishioners are aware of Health and Safety issue 

around us. 

 

New chairperson for Finance committee: 

Fr. Vince announced that Kevin Jury is the new chairperson for the Finance committee.  Vipin will be 

moving from the Pastoral Council committee to Finance and will find a replacement from the Indian 

community. 

 

 Next meeting to be held Tuesday 2nd May 2017 at 7.00pm 

Deb/ Mary to chair the next meeting as Mary – Jo will be away. 

Meeting closed with a prayer at 6.30pm 

 


