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OUR MISSION          

TO WELCOME              

all who we 

encounter so that 

we can build a 

relationship with 

each other 

TO LOVE                                

 OUR MISSION        

TO ENGAGE                

with God, each 

other and our 

community with 

hearts, minds and 

spirit                    

TO SERVE                 

God, each other, 
OUR VISION                                                                                                                                                                       

Office hours:                                                                                                                

The office is closed until further notice.                                                                                                                            

 PARISH TEAM 

            Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Francis ph. 02102283349                   Assistant Priest: Fr. Anthony  Htun  ph. 0273373356   
        In solidum Priest: Fr Brian Carmine ph.027516 3758                 Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi ph. 0272757086                         
            Parish Secretary: Trish Sharp                                               Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson   
        Hospital Chaplain: Deidre Russ ph. 878 8109,1, ext. 2718        Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki ph. 0211644218                 
                   Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

Have you noticed how the disciples in the New Testament are not super heroes? Frequently, 
fortunately for us, they get it wrong, misunderstand Jesus, clash among themselves and 
even more fortunately, ask questions which we would have asked had we been there at the 
time. If this was a series of myths, propaganda and make believe surely the followers of 
Jesus would have been shown in a much better light?! In the First Reading we hear of 
tension in the community: "... the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews" (Acts 6: 1) and 
Church leaders feeling overloaded: "It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in 
order to wait on tables." (Acts 6: 2) - sounds familiar? In the Gospel Thomas plaintively says 
to Jesus: "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" (Jn 14: 
5) and Philip tries to resolve his doubts: "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied." (Jn 14: 8) Again, have we not all been in that space? Poor Jesus! He wearily 
replies: "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?" (Jn 14: 9) 
Two thousand years on and would Jesus say the same thing to us as we struggle to come to 
terms with the challenges of our time as well as our own lack of faith? In a time of crisis and 
uncertainty we need to be reminded not just who Jesus is: "Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father" (Jn 14: 9) but also who we are: "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God's own people" (1 Pet 2: 9) and the mission that has been entrusted to us by 
God: Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ." (1 Pet 2: 5) As we 
emerge from the Covid-19 restrictions let us be renewed in our determination to give witness 
to our faith and the joy it brings us. As we await the great feasts of the Ascension and 
Pentecost, bringing with them the promise of the Holy Spirit, we can be filled with gratitude 
and hope. The promises of the Lord are true and his power real: "Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father." (Jn 14: 12)                                   

                                           Fr. Marcus Francis 
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 5th SUNDAY of EASTER                                            
                                                                                                                                 

10th May 2020 



Readings for Next Sunday: Year A:  

The Ascension of the Lord                                     

Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20 

WHEN GOD CREATED MOTHERS 

When the good Lord was creating                                             
mothers, he was into his sixth day                                                   
of overtime, when an angel appeared                                        
and said “You’re doing a lot of fiddling                                          

around on this one.” 

And the Lord said “Have you read the specifications of this 
order? She has to be completely washable, but not 
plastic….have 180 movable parts- all replaceable….run on 
black coffee and left-overs….have a lap that disappears when 
she stands up….a kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg 

to a disappointed love affair….and six pairs of hands! 

The angel shook her head slowly and said “Six pairs of hands? 

No way!” 

“It’s not the hands that are causing me problems,” said the Lord, 

“It’s the three pairs of eyes that mothers have to have.” 

“That’s on the standard model?” asked the angel. 

The Lord nodded. “One pair that sees through closed doors 
when she asks, ‘What are you kids doing in there?’ when she 
already knows. Another in the back of her head that sees what 
she shouldn’t, but what she has to know, and of course the 
ones in front that can look at a child when he gets himself into 
trouble and say ‘I understand and I love you’ without so much 

as uttering a word.” 

“Lord, go to bed.” said the angel. “Tomorrow is another…” 

“I can’t,” said the Lord. “I’m so close now. Already I have one 
who heals herself when she gets sick, can feed a family of six 
on half a kilo of mince, and can get a nine-year-old to stand 

under the shower.” 

The angel circled the model of a mother very slowly. “It’s too 

soft,” she sighed. 

“But tough!” said the Lord excitedly ‘You cannot imagine what 

this mother can do or endure.” 

“Can it think?” 

“Not only think, but it can reason and compromise,” said the 

Creator. 

Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger across the cheek. 

“There’s a leak” she pronounced. 

“It’s not a leak,” said the Lord, “It’s a tear.” 

“What’s it for?” 

“It’s for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness and 

pride.” 

“You’re a genius” said the angel. 

The Lord looked sombre. “I didn’t put it there.”                            

                               by Larissa Ovington 

 

        COVID-19 VIRUS UPDATE 

With the change of precautions against Covid-19 the 
parish, subject to conditions set by the civil and church 
authorities, looks forward to the restart of Masses in the 

Catholic Parish of Hastings. 

At weekday Masses, which will begin the new timetable at 
the start of level 2, all attendees will need to register their 
name before entering the worship area and sanitize their 
hands. Please look on the Facebook page, parish app or 
the parish bulletin for times as there are some changes. 
Holy Communion will still be under one kind and the Sign 
of Peace will be communicated from a distance. Mass 
goers will need to keep a safe distance from others who 
are not a part of their bubble.                                                                     
                                         
At Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses, which we hope to 
start from Saturday 16 May, we will be restricted by the 
number which is decided by the government and church 
authorities. ALL Mass goers MUST register , by calling the 
office ph. 878 7774, their intention to attend a particular 
Mass ahead of time or risk being turned back once the 
maximum number of Mass-goers has been reached. At the 
time of registration, we will need to know some contact 
details and the number of people who will be attending 
Mass with you. Please look on the Facebook page, parish 

app, website or the parish bulletin for Mass times.   

When you arrive at the church for the Mass:                        
- a welcomer will verify your presence and the number of 
individuals in your group.                                                      
- please sanitize your hands, pick up a parish bulletin (if 
you wish) and drop off your planned giving or donation into 
the basket provided                                                               
- sit in the pew of your choice with the others of your 
"bubble' and keep an appropriate social distance from 
others.                                                                                   
- at the conclusion of Mass please leave by the exit other 
than the main entrance so as to avoid congregating with 

others who may be waiting for the next Mass. 

After each Mass the pews will be sanitized to prepare for 

the next congregation. 

Please stay alert for further announcements or notices that 
may modify the situation as it develops. We invite you also 
to contact others who may not have access to the internet 
and other means of communication so that they can 
register for Mass ahead of time. If you arrive at a Mass 
without a prior registration you can register at that time but 
you may have to risk being turned away if the maximum 

number of Mass goers has already been reached. 

                        Fr. Marcus Francis 

 



  
Noa'ia 'e mãuri (greetings in Rotuman) everyone and welcome to your 
youth corner. Last week was the Rotuman Language Week and we 
hope they enjoyed their celebrations from their own bubbles during 
lockdown.                                                                                            
On Friday 2nd May, we had our first youth gathering, online via zoom. 
This was set up by one of our youth supporters, Mrs Vo, from Napier, 
who is also the Sacred Heart College School Chaplain. There were 16 
who joined the link, including some parents, and it was great seeing 
them face to face, although it was online. Each participant shared a 
glory story about their lockdown experience, with most sharing stories 
of their quality time at home with family and doing things in different 
ways, such as virtual learning. We concluded the zoom meeting with 
praying a decade of Rosary, as we are devoted to our Blessed Mother 
Mary during the month of May.                                                          
Please encourage teenagers to join us every Friday evening with our 
online gathering by clicking on the link that will be posted on our youth 
Facebook page, as we continue to pray for an end to this crisis. To 
those students who are returning to school, I wish you all the very 
best and be safe at all times.                                                                   

Fãiåk se'ea (Thank you) 

God bless. 
Faaki Tuanaki, Youth Minister 

 E tika ana têna - It is well thought 

(Taken from the New and Complete Manual of Māori 
Conversation and  Vocabulary by Suzanne  Aubert)                                                                                                              

          

Venerable Suzanne Aubert wrote:                                          
“Nothing is little in the service of God.” 

 

Suzanne devoted her God-given talents to the spiritual and 
temporal welfare of the poor and afflicted of New Zealand to 
which she showed zeal and earnestness. She told her 
sisters “There is plenty of time to rest in Heaven.” 
 
         "Lord, fill me with gratitude for the gift of life" 

                      Sister Josephine Gorman 

       “WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN YOUR BUBBLE?”               

A parishioner phoned to advise that saying one “Hail Mary”, while 

washing your hands, takes 20 seconds? If you don’t have a 

birthday...pray a Hail Mary. 

        DIOCESE’S NEW WEEKLY  NEWSLETTER     
                           ”UNITED”                                                                                                     
       (visit website: www.pndiocese.org.nz/united).                                                                   
The ‘United’ newsletter is sent out every Friday while we 
move through this COVID-19 pandemic. Each week it 
contains important updates, prayer resources to use at 
home, links to helpful information, and other ideas of how 
to stay united. Please sign up to receive this yourself and 
encourage others to sign up by visiting             

The ‘Catholic Parish of Hastings’ APP                                    

is an excellent tool for keeping up to date with                  

what’s  happening in our Parish, especially at  this time.   

You will be alerted  to any  notifications relating to Diocese.                                                                                          

Go to the Play store and install the App to be informed.             

Two single beds , (bases , mattresses , bedheads )                   

Free to a good home .  Phone 877 5037 

           May Issue of WelCom Newspaper 

                                                                                                           
Our Diocesan Newspaper is still available during lockdown, 
and a new issue is out now! Content for May WelCom 
includes:                                                               
Worshipping Together in Faith Communities – Cardinal John 
Dew.                                                                                   
Reaching out to communities during lockdown – various 
articles.                                                                                   
Pray for Vocations – Good Shepherd Sunday, 3 May.                 
Laudato si’ – a local reflection, Peter Healy sm.                                            
The cannabis referendum – Nathaniel Centre.                                  
The 1918 flu pandemic – Mike Fitzsimons.                                           
Breathe Life – Pentecost Sunday, Fr James Lyons.                                      
Local and international news and views. Read WelCom 
online >  https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/

welcom-may-2020-issue-382/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Rosary we share the joyful moments in Our Lord’s life – in the 
Joyful Mysteries. We receive light in our souls – in the Mysteries of 
Light. We stay close to Jesus in His sufferings and His death – in the 
Sorrowful Mysteries. We triumph with Him and win the battle over evil 

and sin – in the Glorious Mysteries. 

       CHANGE IN PARISH OFFICE HOURS                                                                                                                       
To better balance pastoral and administrative functions, the 
Parish Office hours will be open to parishioners  9am-1pm 
Monday to Friday. Parishioners are still able to contact the 
office by telephone 1pm-3pm. This timetable will take place 
once Covid-19 restrictions are eased and we have 

permission to open from the Diocese. 

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/united
https://pndiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca28536db7b20dd468433375&id=c0a883c6b6&e=f764c11f3d
https://pndiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca28536db7b20dd468433375&id=c0a883c6b6&e=f764c11f3d
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/


                                                                WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased: June Ward, John Blake, Desmond Newrick. 

Please pray for the Souls of:  Michael Dalton A13/3, Francis & May Seed, John & Lorraine Seed, Fearn Family 

If you wish to receive your newsletter via email:  Contact the parish office by emailing: admin@hastings.parish.nz                                                         

NOTICES FOR THE NEWSLETTER To ensure a space is available, notices for the newsletter need to be submitted by   Wednesday 

lunchtime.   Thank you 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
St. Mary’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                                         
At this point in time we have welcomed back a small number of students to St Mary's School.  It's lovely to see them.  Like everyone, 
we are eagerly awaiting the Prime Minister’s announcement about the possible move to Alert Level 2.  As a school, we are awaiting 

news from the Ministries of Health and Education about what schools will look like upon return. Kind regards, Rachael Quinney 

St. Joseph’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                             
Lockdown at Level 3 continues at St. Joseph's and our children and staff on site are working well in this environment. The 
remainder of our students are busy learning from home, and it has been exciting to see the results of their work being 
posted online.  Our school community have responded extremely well to this new way of learning and we are very proud of them and 

the staff.  

Sacred Heart College                                                                                                                                                                                                        

As we enter this new month, we remember that May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Catholic Church. Mary is presented 

as an icon of mission for RNDM sisters today. What they emphasise is Mary’s simplicity, gentleness and humanity. However, she is 

also presented as a woman of extraordinary courage and strength, a woman who is ablaze with love for her God and vibrant with 

compassionate delight in humanity – a woman with a heart for the world.  Several of our senior students have come together 

(virtually) and created a beautiful prayer video to keep our girls connected. Copy and paste the following link and have a look.     

https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartnapier/videos/609689183238880/.  We continue to work at Level 3.  Students are highly 

engaged with their online learning, completing assessments as normal.  We were delighted to welcome a new student to our college 

this week showing that the ability to enrol, process and join in with learning can continue during this challenging time.  If you are a 

parent of a Y8 student or know of anyone who is interested in enrolling at Sacred Heart College for 2021 please email the school via 

the school website. God Bless,                                                                                                                                                                                           

Maria Neville-Foster, Principal 

St. John’s College                                                                                                                                                                                  .  
We are in week 2 of Level 3 and not much has been happening. We have only had two students coming to school and our teachers 
continue to teach using a myriad of online tools and techniques. We are waiting to hear what Level 2 will look like for schools, and it 
hopefully will not be too long before all our young men are back at school and some sense of normality and routine will return. We ask 
you to continue to pray for our students and teachers, and especially for one of year 13 students, Tim Donkin, who recently had a 

double liver and pancreas transplant. 

Enrolments for 2021: We are working on enrolment packages for 2021. Once we come out of Level 4 and are back at the College 
we will be able to start the enrolment process for 2021.  Any parents of Year 8 students wanting information please contact Deb Smith 
– dsmith@stjohns.school.nz.                                                                                                                                                 
  
Conor Bolton (DRS) 

 

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and communities who are sick especially: Casey Gair (Ivy Roberts 

grandson), Vi Bond,  Kristen Hay, Greg Sloane, Leo Baltussen, Colleen Taylor,  Beverley Morley, Jack van Bohemen, Eve van 

Bohemen, Denyse Cornelius, David Ward, Elaine McGrath, Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the Hastings St Vincent 

de Paul, Lily Walsh, Lindell Collier,  Zoe Le Lievre, Colleen McHardy, Margaret Roberts, Des Sutton, Loyola Mouldey,  Staveley 

Tankersley, Vincenza Ercolano, Peter Dawes, Diane Masterton, Doug Matthews, Roy Gardiner,  Jan Campbell, David Mapu. Claire 

Lambert, Sue Davis, Bronwynne Thorp,  Ian Sandral, Gerardene Turfrey                                                                                                                             

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on the Prayer  

List . PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special intentions please phone any one of the following people:                              

Fay Evans  878 8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928, Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartnapier/videos/609689183238880/
mailto:dsmith@stjohns.school.nz

