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OUR MISSION          

TO WELCOME              

all who we 

encounter so that 

we can build a 

relationship with 

each other 

TO LOVE                                

 OUR MISSION        

TO ENGAGE                

with God, each 

other and our 

community with 

hearts, minds and 

spirit                    

TO SERVE                 

God, each other, 
OUR VISION                                                                                                                                                                       

Office hours:                                                                                                                

Monday - Friday 9.00a.m  - 1.00p.m.                                                                                                                             

 PARISH TEAM 

            Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Francis ph. 02102283349                   Assistant Priest: Fr. Anthony  Htun  ph. 0273373356   
        In solidum Priest: Fr Brian Carmine ph.027516 3758                 Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi ph. 0272757086                         
            Parish Secretary: Trish Sharp                                               Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson   
        Hospital Chaplain: Deidre Russ ph. 878 8109,1, ext. 2718        Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki ph. 0211644218                 
                   Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

Today I am drawn to reflect on God's call for each one of us. Jesus says: "You did not 

choose me, but I chose you" (Jn 15: 16) The initiative clearly belongs to God. He not only 

summons us into existence but continues to call us onward to realize the gift of our life. 

Furthermore, we have guardian angels given to us as a spiritual help. Thus, our God is not 

an impersonal, life force or vague notion of "love" rather he is a personal, intimate and 

loving Father who longs for us to return His love. Our presence at Mass speaks of our 

gratitude, as we join ourselves with the great sacrifice of love made by Christ at the Last 

Supper and on the Cross. How mysterious is this love! It is not dependent on the Church or 

the sacraments. Rather, it is the sacraments that actualize that love and give it voice. 

Wherever the Church goes the love of God has preceded it. We find this to be the case 

with Peter and his encounter with Cornelius: "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" (Acts 10: 47) As we 

continue our journey as missionary disciples let us be comforted by the thought that 

wherever we are called we know that the Lord has prepared the way before us.   

                                                                    Fr. Marcus Francis 
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 6th SUNDAY of EASTER                                            
                                                                                                                                 

17th May 2020 



Readings for Next Sunday: Year A:  

The Ascension of the Lord                                     

Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20 

DEACON TRUNG’S ORDINATION TO THE                        
PRIESTHOOD  - UPDATE                                                                                                 
Deacon Trung’s Ordination to the Priesthood                                             
will now  take place on 6th June.                                                                  

Trung asks that you continue to pray for him. 

 

        COVID-19 VIRUS UPDATE                                                                          

Parishioners will be well aware that the parish has 

suffered, like the rest of New Zealand, from the efforts to 

halt transmission of the covid-19 virus. Gradually, we are 

resuming our public activities with the churches opening 

for prayer at select times during the week. In due course 

we will resume weekday Masses and then Sundays. The 

experience will have left some people traumatized. We are 

not used to having our freedoms such as that of 

association limited. Nevertheless, we have been in this 

together and we will emerge together. The spiritual bonds 

that bind us are not defeated or frustrated. Rather, they 

are strengthened as we realize how much we need the 

sacraments and gathering as Church to sustain us in our 

prayer. I am grateful to Pope Francis for his example of 

compassion and his wisdom. When I watched the Mass 

that was live streamed from the Vatican, I could see both 

how tired as well as holy he is. Let us support the Pope 

and our bishops with our prayers as they are obliged to 

make difficult decisions at this time. It is important that we 

do not yield to the temptation to see ourselves as exempt 

from the rules of wider, civil society while at the same time 

we hold to our values and traditions with determination. 

Our Church leaders are the ones to help us find and 

maintain this balance so that we can contribute both to 

Church and society as responsible citizens and faithful 

Catholics. The task of civil society is to function for the 

benefit of the citizens while the Church seeks the salvation 

of souls. By doing our bit we can do both these things and 

return stronger in faith, hope and charity to the mission 

given us by Christ to bring His love to the world. May God 

bless you all as you begin your school, social and church 

activities at level 2 and beyond.                                        

Fr. Marcus Francis 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER             
        UNDER LEVEL 2 
OLOL – Mon - Fri - 9.00a.m. – 12.00p.m.  
             Thurs- Reconciliation 10.00a.m- 11.00a.m. or by 
 appointment                                                     
SPC -    Sat -9.00a.m.-12.00pm. Reconciliation 9.00a.m – 
 10.00a.m. or by appointment                                  
SHC -   Wed, Thurs, Fri – 2.30p.m. – 5.00p.m. 
             Fri -Reconciliation 3.00p.m. – 4.00p.m.                   
      or by appointment. 

Masses continue to be screened on ‘SHINE’ 
television. (Sky T.V. Ch. 201, Digital Free to Air T.V. 
Ch. 25)  every Sunday at 2.00p.m. Livestreaming of 
Masses:  
Screening Masses from Palmerston North 
Cathedral - Go to www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-
united. 
The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is also live streaming 
Masses, daily, at 9.30a.m.. Visit their Face book page 
www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic,  or YouTube -

Search ‘Whanganui Catholic’          

              6th SUNDAY of EASTER                                            

FIRST READING Acts 8.5-8, 14-17  

A severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all 

except the apostles were scattered. Philip went down to the city of 

Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The crowds with one 

accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing 

the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came 

out of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralysed 

or lame were cured. So there was great joy in that city. Now when the 

apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed 

for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit; (for as yet the Spirit had 

not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 

they received the Holy Spirit. The word of the Lord.  

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3.15-18  

In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you 

for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for 

doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for 

the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit. The word of the Lord 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

For all, who through the Covid-19 pandemic, have lost their job or 
business – that they do not lose hope, but find encouragement and 
practical help, in the support of government, community, neighbours, 

friends and family.   We pray to the Lord  

That we love Christ and sanctify Him as Lord in our hearts, by being 

more righteous, more loving and more forgiving.  We pray to the Lord  

For leaders of nations – that they demonstrate great willingness to 
overcome barriers and differences, and work together for the benefit of 
the earth and all peoples.  We pray to the Lord  

                                                                                                                 

In this month of May, we ask Mary our Mother to watch over our 

students returning to school, and to pray for us to God, for their parents 

and teachers who are adjusting to the new way of schooling.                                                                                                                             

We pray to the Lord                                                                                       

For all those who have died, especially June Ward, John Blake and 

Desmond Newrick, that they be at peace, and their family and friends be 

comforted in this stressful time of restrictions.  We pray to the Lord                                            

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united.
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united.
http://www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic


  
Talofa lava everyone and welcome to your youth corner. In this 
challenging time, and with Level 2’s very tight restrictions of no 
gathering more than 10, we will continue to have our youth meetings 
online.  On Friday 8th, we had our 2nd gathering with our young people 
and it was nice to have a happy and lovely catch up with them. We 
continued to pray our Blessed Mother's Rosary for an end to this 
pandemic and her intercession for those who are affected by this crisis 
in different ways. We really appreciate all the parents' support for 
encouraging their children to participate and also accompanying them 

online.   

A huge thanks to all those who attended our last gathering and please, 
invite others to join us this Friday at 6pm. We also acknowledge Mrs 
Minehan & Mrs Vo for joining us with their group from Napier. The link 

will be posted on our youth Facebook page. 

As most of our young people will return to school on Monday 18, we ask 

your prayers for their safety as well as the staff too. 

Wishing you all a blessed week. 

God bless. 
Faaki Tuanaki, Youth Minister 

                  Referendum on Abortion Legislation Act 2020          
Petition of Pamela McIlwraith:                                                          
Petition request:- That the House of Representatives urge the 
Government to urgently hold a referendum to allow                             
the New Zealand people the opportunity to have their                               
say on whether the Abortion Legislation Act 2020                                     

should be repealed.   

 

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/petitions/document/PET_97570/

petition-of-pamela-mcilwraith-referendum-on-abortion-legislation  

Têna, whakäätu mai te huarahi 

 (Pray show me the way) 

(Taken from the New and Complete Manual of Māori 

Conversation and Vocabulary by Suzanne Aubert.)  

 Venerable Suzanne Aubert wrote: 

“Give us the courage to accept the                        

circumstances of our daily lives” 

Mary MacKillop visited Suzanne Aubert                               

about 1904, at the first Home of                                   

Compassion in Wellington. They enjoyed a long 

conversation together. Mary, like Suzanne, was gifted with a 

heart that embraced everyone. Both co-operated with God 

in making the world a better place where there would be 

peace and justice especially for the poor and needy. 

 

"O God, we are burdened with our own concerns and 

forget the needs of others; make us caring people" 

                                                     Sister Josephine Gorman 

        DIOCESE’S NEW WEEKLY  NEWSLETTER      
                          ”UNITED”                                                                                                     
       (visit website: www.pndiocese.org.nz/united).                                                                   
The ‘United’ newsletter is sent out every Friday while we 
move through this COVID-19 pandemic. Each week it 
contains important updates, prayer resources to use at 
home, links to helpful information, and other ideas of how to 
stay united. Please sign up to receive this yourself and 
encourage others to sign up by visiting             

The ‘Catholic Parish of Hastings’ APP                                    

is an excellent tool for keeping up to date with                  

what’s  happening in our Parish, especially at                             

this time.   You will be alerted  to any notifications                     

relating to Diocese.                                                                                          

Go to the Play store and install the App to be informed.             

           May Issue of WelCom Newspaper 

                                                                                                           
Our Diocesan Newspaper is still available during lockdown, 
and a new issue is out now!  Local and international news 
and views. Read WelCom online >  https://
www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-

issue-382/ 

       CHANGE IN PARISH OFFICE HOURS                                                                                                                       
To better balance pastoral and administrative functions, the 
Parish Office hours will be open to parishioners  9am-1pm 
Monday to Friday. Parishioners are still able to contact the 

office by telephone 1pm-3pm.  

A special congratulations to Betty Koorey, one of our 
longstanding parishioners, who turned 100 on   

Wednesday 13th May.  

               Serenity Prayer  
God grant me the serenity  

To accept the things I cannot change;  

Courage to change the things I can;  

And wisdom to know the difference.  

Living one day at a time;  

Enjoying one moment at a time;  

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

Taking, as He did, this sinful world  

As it is, not as I would have it;  

Trusting that He will make all things right  

If I surrender to His Will;  

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life  

And supremely happy with Him  

Forever and ever in the next.  

Amen. 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.nz%2Fen%2Fpb%2Fpetitions%2Fdocument%2FPET_97570%2Fpetition-of-pamela-mcilwraith-referendum-on-abortion-legislation&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0f3639ab2fb140fd088e08d7f6d2c94b%7C84df9e7fe9
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.nz%2Fen%2Fpb%2Fpetitions%2Fdocument%2FPET_97570%2Fpetition-of-pamela-mcilwraith-referendum-on-abortion-legislation&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0f3639ab2fb140fd088e08d7f6d2c94b%7C84df9e7fe9
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/united
https://pndiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca28536db7b20dd468433375&id=c0a883c6b6&e=f764c11f3d
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/


                                                                WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased: June Ward, John Blake, Desmond Newrick. 

Please pray for the Souls of: Francis & May Seed, John & Lorraine Seed, Fearn Family, Claude Gibbs A12/5, Stanislaw Melgies 

A21/5 

If you wish to receive your newsletter via email:  Contact the parish office by emailing: admin@hastings.parish.nz                                                         

NOTICES FOR THE NEWSLETTER To ensure a space is available, notices for the newsletter need to be submitted by   Wednesday 

lunchtime.   Thank you 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

St. Joseph’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                              

After the Prime Minister’s announcement of moving to Level 2 preparations have begun for the return of our students to school from 
Monday 18th May.  There will be strict protocols around entry and exit of the school with designated gates for designated classrooms. Our 
preference is for family/whanau to drop off at the gate (no parents on site) If you need to come on site you will need to sign in at the office 
using our contact tracing forms. Staff will be encouraging, reinforcing and modelling good hygiene practices throughout the day.  Staff are 
looking forward to welcoming their students back into the classroom as we all go forward in this “new normal”.   
Aaron O’Neill 
Principal  
 

Sacred Heart College                                                                                                                                                                             
School resumes at Alert Level 2 on Monday with a huge emphasis on hygiene, washing hands and disinfecting surfaces.  All students are 
expected back at school on Monday unless they are unwell.  We are looking forward to being back together again with our hearts and 
minds in harmony and reconnecting as a community.  We wish Kelly Briggs all the best as she prepares to go on maternity leave and we 
welcome Tom Silverwood as our new Director of Religious Studies and Steven Liddle back in the RE department as a classroom teacher.                                                                                                                          
God Bless,                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Maria Neville-Foster,                                                                                                                                                                             

Principal 

 
St. John’s College    
The staff and leadership of St John’s are busy preparing the school to open on Monday, 18 May. The school will be open to all students 
and buses will be running. Information has been emailed out to parents and is on our website and Facebook page. We are looking forward 

to having our community back together next week. 

Enrolments for 2021: We are working on enrolment packages for 2021. Once we are back at the College we will be able to start the 
enrolment process for 2021.  Any parents of Year 8 students wanting information please contact Deb Smith – dsmith@stjohns.school.nz.   
                                                                                                                                              
Conor Bolton (DRS) 
 

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and communities who are sick especially: Casey Gair (Ivy Roberts 

grandson), Vi Bond,  Kristen Hay, Greg Sloane, Leo Baltussen, Colleen Taylor,  Beverley Morley, Jack van Bohemen, Eve van 

Bohemen, Denyse Cornelius, David Ward, Elaine McGrath, Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the Hastings St Vincent de 

Paul, Lily Walsh, Lindell Collier,  Zoe Le Lievre, Colleen McHardy, Margaret Roberts, Des Sutton, Loyola Mouldey,  Staveley Tankersley, 

Vincenza Ercolano, Peter Dawes, Diane Masterton, Doug Matthews, Roy Gardiner,  Jan Campbell, David Mapu. Claire Lambert, Sue 

Davis, Bronwynne Thorp,  Ian Sandral, Gerardene Turfrey                                                                                                                                                                                               

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on the Prayer  List . 

PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special intentions please phone any one of the following people:                                        

Fay Evans  878 8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928, Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

                                ARE YOU NEW TO OUR PARISH? If so....WELCOME!                                                                                                                 

                     Please contact  the office, on 06 878 7774, to register your name and details.                                                                                      

mailto:dsmith@stjohns.school.nz

