
425 Heretaunga St East Hastings                                                                                              
www.hastingscatholic.org.nz   Email: admin@hastings.parish.nz  Ph: 878-7774                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

For the latest updates, please download our APP from  the App  Store and search ‘ChurchAppsNZ’ then search                            
“The Catholic Parish of Hastings”. Follow us on Facebook  ‘The Catholic Parish of Hastings’ 

OUR MISSION            

TO WELCOME              
all who we encounter 
so that we can build a 

relationship with 
each other 

TO LOVE                                
as Jesus loved 

 OUR MISSION          

TO ENGAGE                
with God, each other 
and our community 
with hearts, minds 

and spirit                    
TO SERVE                 

God, each other, our 
community and our 

environment 

OUR VISION                                                                                                                             
‘LIVING AS CHRIST’ 

       Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9.00a.m - 1.00p.m.                                                                                                                                

     For urgent matters please contact the priests. Contact details above. 

St. Peter Chanel                                                                                       
817 Gordon Rd                                 
Hastings 

Vigil Saturday:                                    
5.30pm                                   
Sunday Mass:                             
10.30am               

Weekday Mass                                
Tues: 5.30pm                     
Thurs: 5.30pm                                

Sacred Heart                                               
425 Heretaunga St East                        
Hastings               

Sunday Masses                                                  
9:00am & 5.30pm                           

Weekday Masses                                                
Wed: 12.05pm                                                    
Fri: 12.05pm                                                      
Sat: 8.30am  

Our Lady of Lourdes                                       
85 Te Mata Rd                             
Havelock North                        

Sunday Mass                                       
9.30am  

Weekday Masses                        
Tues: 9.00am                                  
Wed: 9.00am                                 
Thurs: 9.30am                                     

Immaculate Conception                               
Paki Paki 

Sunday Mass                                                        
8.00am  

                                                                          PARISH TEAM                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
           Parish Administrator: Fr. Trung Nguyen   0220626726      Resident Priest: Fr. Paul Finlayson SSC  0272375196     
                                     Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi   0272757086                                                                                                    
          Parish Secretary: Steph  Levy  0226317045  Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson  0272448126                             
                   Hospital Chaplain: Deb Lucy   0273554830 Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki   0211644218                      
                               Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

 
 
Today, we are relighting the first three candles of the Advent Wreath, 
symbolising HOPE, PEACE, and JOY. And now, it's time to light the fourth candle, 
which represents LOVE. We need to love as God loved us by giving us His most 
precious gift, His one and only Son, to grant us eternal life in Him. Today is Christmas 
Eve, and our theme is the promise of the Incarnation. In today's liturgy readings, God's 
faithfulness to His promise is highlighted.       
The first reading reminds us of God's covenant with his servant David and how it was 
fulfilled with the birth of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. This is an unconditional covenant 
between God and David, in which God promised that a king whose dynasty would last 
forever would be born from his lineage. So, we need to remember that God's plan is 
always greater than ours, and sometimes, He disrupts our plans to make us realise our 
true calling. 
St. Paul writes in the second reading about the proclamation of Jesus Christ, fulfilling 
God's promise to deliver humanity by becoming one of them. God is always working to 
bring about His love and goodness within us, and His plan involves sending His only 
Son to save us from ourselves.  
In the gospel, we learn about Mary's encounter with the angel Gabriel, her 
transformation, and her willing participation in the Incarnation. Mary's response is an 
example for us to believe in God's promises and to understand that whether we consent 
to participate or not, we are favoured and looked upon with love. As we prepare for 
Christmas, we need to prayerfully consider areas of our lives and relationships that God 
might ask for our consent and participation to move within and transform. 
We should remember that God makes the impossible possible and that saying "yes" to 
God can mean a significant change in our lives and the lives of others. Let's strive to be 
like Mary, accept our calling, and be changed by it. And finally, let's give thanks for the 
promise of Jesus' presence now and always. May God help us always say “yes” in the 
footsteps of our blessed mother, Mary, to perfect God’s plans in our lives.  
  

Rev. Deacon Tevita Faka’osi 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CHRISTMAS 



Readings Year A:                                      
24th December - 4th Sunday of Advent 

2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14,16, Rom 16:25-27, Lk 1:26-38 

31st December - Solemnity of the Holy Family                                                           
Gen 15:1-6, 21:1-3, Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19, Lk 2:22-40                                                           

           YOUR PARTICIPATION IS WELCOME... 

ADORATION/EXPOSITION:  Madonna   Tuesdays 9am—1pm               
(Resume 23rd Jan) 
ADORATION/EXPOSITION:  OLOL          Friday 9am –10am                     
EXPOSITION/BENEDICTION: SH             Fridays 11am                                                                 
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  Please contact the office to arrange an 
appointment with a priest.                                                                 
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP: Meeting on Thursdays 7pm-8pm in 
the Mission Centre (behind Parish Office). All welcome. (Resume 1st Feb)                      
Enquiries please ring Paula 878 3314.  
EMMAUS COMPANIONS: SPC 2nd Monday of the month 7pm.                      
Ring Rob 0276591313 or John 0278787014.                                                               
FOCOLARE SHARE " Living the Word " 1st Sunday each month. 
Contact Gerard 0211216391 or Ellen 0274484242 

MARIST THIRD ORDER: SH, (room off Day Chapel) 1st Sunday of the 

month, 2pm.                                                                                            

MATTHEW’S GOSPEL STUDY: 60 Reynolds Rd., Havelock  Nth                

2nd & 4th Tuesdays. 7.30pm Ring Diana 0226510946 (Resume 13th Feb)                            

MORNING PRAYER :  SH Day Chapel Mon-Fri 9am                             

MORNING TEA: SH Wednesdays 10-11.45am All welcome. Bring a friend   

RECONCILIATION:  SH - Friday 11.00am, Saturday 8.00am                 

                  SPC - Saturday 5pm OR by appointment                                  

                                 OLOL - Wednesday 9.30am                                                                

ROSARY: OLOL - Thursdays 9.10am     SH - Saturday 8am                                                                                                                                                    

SUNDAY READINGS 4 U: SH  room off  day chapel. Tuesdays 10 –11am  

                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                           

Christmas Mass Times 

ST. PETER CHANEL CHURCH                                                                                                

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass                              6.00pm                                      

(Carols from 5.30pm)                                                                                    

Christmas Day (Carols from 9.00am)            9.30am                                                                                                                                                                 

SACRED HEART CHURCH                                                                          

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass                10.00pm                                                             

(Carols from 9.30pm)                                                                                   

Christmas Day (Carols from 9.00am)              9.30am                                                                                                                                

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH                                                                                      

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass                             7.00pm                                    

(Carols from 6.30pm)                                                                                  

Christmas Day (Carols from 9.00am)        9.30am                                                                 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH                                                                                                                                                                                         

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass                           9.00pm                                                                                                         

No Christmas Day Mass 

WAIMARAMA  

Christmas Day                        9.00am 

Christmas Dues Special Collection 

Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have 

contributed to the Christmas Dues/Offerings Special 

Collection. The Special Collection planned giving envelopes 

gifted on Christmas Day are for this collection. The money is 

sent given to the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests of 

the Diocese. There are also specially marked envelopes in 

the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit 

“Catholic Parish of Hastings” BNZ 02 0630 0288045 23. 

your name as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference.                           

Your support and help is always appreciated! 

Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 

Update from St Vincent de Paul Hastings 
 
1. Last week, 85 Christmas Food Boxes and 60 Care 

Packages were delivered to “Needy Families” and 
Caregivers. We thank our wonderful donors and 
supporters to allow this quantity of giving to occur. 

2. Thank you for the Christmas gifts you gave us. Not 
only the Hastings area covered-but St. Pius (Central 
Hawke’s Bay) Conference distributed many to the 
Welfare Organisations in their area. 

3. We thank the parish of Hastings for their ongoing 
support of the S.V.D.P. organisation. Donations, 
Volunteers, Publicity, Support. 

4. We wish you all a “Holy” and family orientated 
Christmas. God’s Blessing to you all and your 
families. 

 
S.V.D.P. Team 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL – Hasting’s Shop 

Thankyou for your generous donations throughout the year. 

The shop will reopen on 24th January and would appreciate 

donations of Art décor paraphernalia and any items of 

household furniture. Please contact Clare, on 876711, to 

organise our truck to collect these on Wednesdays/

Thursdays between 9am & 12pm. Thank you. 

Fr Trung last Mass on Sunday 28th January, 5.30pm at 
Sacred Heart church following by refreshment at St Joseph’s 
school hall. All is welcome.  

There will be an Adoration from 11pm on Sunday 31st 
December following by Mass at St Peter Chanel church. 
Also, there will be a 9am Mass on Monday 1st January at 
Sacred Heart church. 

There will be NO Wednesday morning tea at Sacred Heart 
church over the Christmas/ New Year period. We will 

resume on 7th February. 

Please note there will be no Adoration and 

Reconciliation at St Peter Chanel from the 27th 

December until the 17th January 2024.  



WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased:                                                                                            
Frank Adamson (Brother of Joan McIntyre &                                

Veronica Telford), Heine Soer, Fr Paul Shannahan,                      

John Brian Fitzgerald, John Gilbertson, Benni Noetzli,             

Betty Sullivan, Fr Jock McLaughlan, Bryan Tutty,                    

Fr Tom O’Connor.  
 

Please pray for the Souls of:                                                               
Fr Pat Cooke A15/11, Dorothy Rae A24/11, Fr Anthony Htun 
A25/11, Francis McGrath A29/11, O’Malley/Maher, Dodson/
Fitzpatrick, Purcell/Cullinane, Bernie Doherty (UK), John & 
Theo Jenssen, Peter Van DeLee, Jessen & Beaumont 
family, Frank Crist, Tom & Essie King, Derek King, Brian 
Fennessy A15/12, Helena McEntee A21/12, Bryan Yates 
A21/12, Frank Percy A21/12, Toni Molloy A26/12, Mary 
Sullivan A27/12, Hal Jonas, Deceased members of the 
O’Farrell and Jonas family, Elizabeth & Henry Avison, 
Geraldine & Les Turfrey, Kerry Bernadette McInnes, 
McGrath, Broderick, McKenna Moroney, O’Connor families, 
Deceased members of Pollard & Sullivan families, Edil Moro 
Dembisi, Herb & Mary Jillings, Deceased members of the 
Jillings family, Selwyn Begley, Deceased members of 
Allison, Moira Begley & McIntyre families, Laurie & Nola 
Maloney, Patrick & Ivy Carroll, Brian Epplett, Ernie & Ollie 
Epplett, Michael & Dora Cowan, Bert & Catherine King, 
Patrick & Alice Morris, Antonius Bot, Nicholas Bot A10/01, 

John A Sullivan.  

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and 
communities who are sick especially:                                

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the 
parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on 
the Prayer  List .                                                

Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the St Vincent 
de Paul, Des Sutton, Peter Dawes, Sue Davis, Raewyn 
Connors, Chris Lucy, Jo Ramsay, Mark Rice, Tony Brunton, 
Bob Barber, Robert McIntyre, Keith Billington, Maree 
McCracken, Livia Bairstow, Fr. David Gledhill, Elaine 

Campbell, Jaimee Gregory, Catherine Guilford, Kristen Hay, 
Colleen Taylor, Beverley Morley, Malakai Lyford, Natalie & 
Reg Corbett, Lauretta Ball, Louise O’Connor, Joyce 
Dawes, June Brunton, David Neilson, Marie McCormick, 
Mark Sullivan, Rita Yule, Marie Tatere, Sally Wilson, Fenton 
Kelly, Graham Harris, Diana Helm, Grant Evans, Denny 
Hona, Margaret Sanders, Penelope Davis, Tiffany Wong, 
Fiona Millar, Sue David, Margaret Sanders, Maureen 
Horsefield, Gavin Noonan, Mark Urlich (USA), Fr Larry 
Barnett, Brian & Pauline Groves, Anne O’Kane, Epi Timu, 
Barbie Tarrega, Bernadette & Ross Chilton, Carol & Lawrie 
Wagnor (Aust), Sue Godyre, Morgan Flynn, John Marryatt, 
Ann Amoravet, Kerry Walsh (Australia), Henry Crichton, 
John Anderson, Terry Durney, Veronica Telford, Vincenza 

Ercolano.  

PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special 
intentions please phone any one of the following people:                                                                

Fay Evans  878 8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928,                 
Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

Catholic Parish of Hastings Church App 
 
For communications from the Parish  download the Church App.                       
Go to the App Store on your Apple or Android  device and search 
‘ChurchAppsNZ’  then search “The Catholic Parish of Hastings”. This 
is an excellent way for all our parishioners  to receive important  notices .                                                                                                     

PARKING AT SACRED HEART CHURCH                                                     

At Sunday and weekday Masses please DO NOT park in front of the 

church as this blocks traffic, causing Health and Safety issues. Clear 

access is extremely important for emergency vehicles, if required.                                                                                                

The staff carpark, at the back of the church, is for the clergy and disabled 

parishioners only. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.                                                                                                                                                                                            

YOUTH CORNER 

Wishing you all parishioners, friends, visitors, all youth sponsors, and 
everyone a joyful Christmas season, safe holidays, and blissful New 

Year. 

Thank you so much for all your prayers and supporting our Youth Ministry 
throughout this year in multiple ways. May the joy of this season bring 

peace and love to all our families. 

Youth Holiday Events: 

Christmas Eve Mass: Sunday 24th Dec. 9:30pm, Sacred Heart Church 
Youth Bay Camp: Friday 5th-Sunday 7th January 2024, El Rancho, 
Waikanae.                                                                                                              
Life Teen Summer Camp: Tuesday 16th-Sunday 21st January 2024,                      
St Peter’s College, Cambridge.                                                                            

Festival One: Friday 26th-Sunday 28th January, Hardford Farm, Karapiro. 

God bless, Life Teen Hastings Youth Core Team.  

 

“All Volunteers please save the date”. 

Saturday 27th January 2024. Mass at 11am, St Peter Chanel church                                                      
Followed by lunch which will be provide.                                                                

We would like to show our appreciation for your help over the year.  

The parish office team. 



CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 2023 

"Come, let us journey to Bethlehem and witness the wondrous event that the Lord has revealed to us” (Luke 2:15). In the course of 
our life's pilgrimage, we encounter moments and places where the presence of the Lord becomes profound. Christmas beckons us 
to reflect on our actions and seek our own Bethlehem—a sacred space where the living Jesus manifests within us. This season 
invites contemplation, urging us to immerse ourselves in profound peace and joy, celebrating with family, friends, and loved ones. 
In a world that often seems divided and in need of healing, Christmas serves as a beacon of hope. It is a time to embrace the 
message of peace on earth and goodwill towards all. Let us strive to be instruments of peace in our families, communities and 
beyond, promoting understanding and unity among all people, particularly within our Parish community. 
May the joy and warmth of Christmas fill your hearts with love and may the light of Christ shine brightly in your lives. May this 
season be a time of renewals of our faith, spiritual growth, and a deepening of our connection with God and one another. For those 
carrying the weight of loss, financial anxieties, family challenges, or myriad other burdens, know that my prayers are extended to 
you in your unique circumstances. 
As I approach the end of my time here, marking my fourth and final Christmas before embarking on a new chapter in a different 
parish at the end of January, I wish to convey my heartfelt appreciation to all members of the Catholic Parish of Hastings. Thank 
you for your unwavering support, guidance, love, care, and forgiveness throughout my time here. You have enriched my life, and I 
am deeply grateful. May the love of the newborn Christ illuminate your Christmas and guide you into the promise of a new year 
filled with hope and blessings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Fr Trung Nguyen - Parish Administrator 
 

Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only beloved Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless our homes and 

all who inhabit them. Fill them with the spirit of Christ, that their concern for others may reflect your love.  

Fr Paul Finlayson SSC - Resident Priest 

 
Christmas Greeting; Popoaki Talamonu Faka- Kilisimasi. 
‘Oku ‘oatu heni ha popoaki talamonu ki hotau kainga lotu katolika kotoa pe i ho tau Palokia  vahenga Hastings. ‘Ofa ke tau ma’u he 
Kilisimasi fonu i he fiefia mo e melino ‘i he ‘Alo’i mai ko ia ‘a hotau Faka- Mo’ui . Pea pehe foki ke tau ma’u mo ha Ta’u Fo’ou mohu  
monu’ia foki. ‘Ofa lahi atu mo e hufaki;   
Rev. Deacon Tevita Faka’osi    
 

As we celebrate the Nativity of Jesus, we remain eternally grateful to God for all the blessings, especially for the gifts of life, family, 

faith community and friends. I take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely to our priests and parishioners for all your prayers, 

support, and kindness during the loss of my dad this year. Gratitude to all the volunteers in our different ministries who do such a 

great job in serving the various needs of our parish with enthusiasm and commitment. May the Virgin Mary and her Infant Son, 

Jesus, the King of Peace, fill your hearts, lives, and homes with the choicest of blessings at Christmas and throughout the New 

Year. Manuia le Kerisimasi ma le Tausaga Fou. 

Steph Levy - Secretary 

 

Thank you to everyone for the support over the last year. We are blessed with our volunteers who make our roles in the office 
easier. Have a safe and happy Christmas. 

Jean-Ann Ferguson – Finance & Property Administrator 

 
My involvement in the Parish, this year, has been a satisfying one, putting different hats on, bringing variety into my working life. I 
have enjoyed revamping and maintaining the Sacred Heart church and Mission Centre gardens, plus working in the Parish office, 
helping out where needed. I was involved with the 1st Reconciliation and Communion programmes this year and was delighted to 
see so many children receive these sacraments. I would like to thank Fr. Trung for everything he has done for our Parish and look 
forward to his return, as Parish priest or Bishop Trung. We will miss you.  
I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas. I’m off to Oz to see my family so will see you in 2024.  
Trish Sharp  
 
A year that had taught us a huge lesson, "Resilience". We had a tough start of the year with the cyclone and flooding which many in 
our region still trying to recover. This had helped us to be prepared as tomorrow is uncertain and the future too.  It also taught us 
that we must totally surrender to God and allow the Holy Spirit to lead us every day.  It had been a tough year but very rewarding at 
the end with more teens had been opened to the invitation to take those Sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation. A heartfelt thanks to the Parish staff, Youth Core Team and all parishioners who had supported the Youth Ministry 
over the year, as we could not do those amazing roles without you.  Wishing you and your families a safe and joyful festive season.                                         
God bless and see you all in 2024.                                                                                                                                                                                              
Faaki Tuanaki - Youth Minister 


