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OUR MISSION          
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TO LOVE                                
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TO ENGAGE                
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spirit                    

TO SERVE                 
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OUR VISION                                                                                                                                                                       

Office hours:                                                                                                                

Monday - Friday 9.00a.m  - 1.00p.m.                                                                                                                             

 PARISH TEAM 

            Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Francis ph. 02102283349                   Assistant Priest: Fr. Anthony  Htun  ph. 0273373356   
        In solidum Priest: Fr Brian Carmine ph.027516 3758                 Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi ph. 0272757086                         
            Parish Secretary: Trish Sharp                                               Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson   
        Hospital Chaplain: Deidre Russ ph. 878 8109,1, ext. 2718        Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki ph. 0211644218                 
                   Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

This Sunday is Ascension Sunday and scripture and art tell and show what happened on 
this day. Acts 1:9-11 9 ‘After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid Him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going 
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 

you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.”          

In iconography, the study of icons, the key character in the icon                                                  
of the Ascension is mandorla ‘God-Bearer" (Mother of God). The                                          
second key figure, called "Theotokos" in Greek, is represented by                                       
an almond-shaped aureole of light surrounding the entire figure                                                 
of a holy person. It was used in Christian art, usually for the figure                                              
of Christ. The other figures are disciples looking and angels carrying                                                 
Jesus toward heaven. Heaven is not a place beyond the stars,                                                  
but something much greater, something that requires far more                                       
willingness to understand. Heaven means that humanity now has                                                 
a place in God. The basis for this interpretation of humanity and divinity, in the crucified and 
exalted man Jesus Christ, the man who is in God and eternally one with God, is at the 
same time God's abiding openness to all human beings. Thus, Jesus Himself is what we 
call "heaven"; Heaven is not a place but a person, the person of Him in whom God and 
man are forever and inseparably one.  As we go to heaven and enter heaven to the extent 
that we go to Jesus Christ and enter into Him.  In this sense, "Ascension into heaven" can 
be something that takes place in our everyday lives. Let us arise and be thankful. Ascend 
to a greater relationship with God who is always seeking that intimate relationship.  

                                                  Fr. Brian Carmine 

St. Peter 
Chanel                                      

817 Gordon 
Rd. Hastings 

Our Lady of 
Lourdes                     

85 Te Mata Rd                          
Havelock North                        

Immaculate 
Conception 

Paki Paki 

Sacred Heart              

425 
Heretaunga St 
East, Hastings               

 The Ascension of the Lord                                                                                                                                  

24th May 2020 



Readings for Next Sunday: Year A:  

Pentecost Sunday                                                                            

Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

 

            COVID-19 VIRUS UPDATE                                                                            

   CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER             

               UNDER LEVEL 2 

OLOL – Mon - Fri - 9.00a.m. – 12.00p.m.  
             Thurs- Reconciliation 10.00a.m- 11.00a.m. or by 
 appointment                                                        
SPC -    Sat -9.00a.m.-12.00pm. Reconciliation 9.00a.m – 
 10.00a.m. or by appointment                                  
SHC -   Wed, Thurs, Fri – 2.30p.m. – 5.00p.m. 
             Fri -Reconciliation 3.00p.m. – 4.00p.m.                    
     or by appointment. 
COVID-19 - Conditions of Entry to our Churches: 
 Keep to physical distancing requirements of 2 metres 
 Use the hand sanitizer and cough into your elbow 
 Please do not enter our church if you are feeling 

unwell  
UNDER LEVEL 2, YOU ARE REQUIRED, FOR 
PURPOSES OF CONTACT AND TRACING, TO FILL OUT 
THE FORM PROVIDED.  

Masses continue to be screened on ‘SHINE’ 
television. (Sky T.V. Ch. 201, Digital Free to Air T.V. Ch. 
25)  every Sunday at 2.00p.m. Livestreaming of 
Masses:  
Screening Masses from Palmerston North Cathedral -
 Go to www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united. 
The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is also live streaming 
Masses, daily, at 9.30a.m.. Visit their Face book page 
www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic,  or YouTube -

Search ‘Whanganui Catholic’          

             The Ascension of the Lord                          

FIRST READING   A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.                        

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen.  After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 

the kingdom of God.  While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 

said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  So, 

when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and 

they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”                           

The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING  A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.      

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, 

with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 

among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 

for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put 

this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his 

feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.                                                 

The word of the Lord. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

For our world leaders– that their hearts may be enlightened, and they use 
wisely the power they have to bring health and healing to the poorest of 

the world’s peoples, especially in this time of crisis. We pray to the Lord  

For those affected by the devastating cyclone rampaging across Southern 

Asia. That they get the support and resources to aid them in their recovery, 

and comfort to those who have lost loved ones. We pray to the Lord  

For teachers in our Catholic schools – that they understand their role as 
disciples and storytellers, forming children in their care to love God, to 
know they are loved by God, and to try to be guided by Jesus.                
We pray to the Lord  

For all those who have died, especially Joshua van Hooijdonk, that they 

may be raised to eternal life. We pray to the Lord  

UNITED IN THE SPIRIT – The ‘Upper Zoom.’                   
An online Diocesan Pentecost Celebration. 
4:00pm - 5:00pm on Sunday May 31, 2020. 

              Online via. Zoom                                                     
Pentecost is a big deal for the church. It’s an even bigger 
deal for the Diocese of Palmerston North as we are 
consecrated to the Holy Spirit. As part of our celebrations on 
Pentecost Sunday there will be an inspiring time of prayer 
hosted online and led by people from across the whole 
diocese. We invite you to gather in groups of 10 with your 
family, friends and parishioners in your homes and join in 
this opportunity to be united in the Spirit. Maybe you’d even 
like to share food together before or after the prayer, making 
a special moment of this celebration. This will be a unique 
opportunity to pray together across the entire diocese, so 
you won't want to miss out! All welcome. More info and 
online link at www.pndiocese.org.nz/pentecost. 

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united.
http://www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/pentecost


  
Talofa lava everyone and wishing all Samoans a happy Samoan Week 
which starts today. We notice that our young people are excited to be 
back at school after being home during lockdown.  Some of them said 
they enjoy being back, however, they also enjoyed their time at home 
as they had quality family time.  Our youth gathering online will still 
carry on until further notice.  We appreciate meeting some of our young 
people and parents online each Friday evening to share some 
interesting stories and also to pray the Holy Rosary as we devote and 

venerate our Blessed Mother Mary during this month. 

It was sad to start back at St John's College on Monday with the news 
of losing Joshua van Hooijdonk, an old boy (2018), in a road accident 
last weekend.  We pray for Joshua’s soul and also for his family, 
especially his brother Alex, a year 13 student,  who are mourning the 
loss.                                                                                                       
May you all have a lovely week and be blest always.                            

Faaki Tuanaki, Youth Minister 

DEACON TRUNG’S ORDINATION TO THE                        
PRIESTHOOD  - UPDATE                                                                                                 
Deacon Trung’s Ordination to the Priesthood                                             
will take place on 6th June at the Cathedral                           
of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. We look                        
forward to ‘Fr. Trung’s’ arrival to our Parish soon after.                                                              

Please pray for Trung as his important day approaches. 

                DIOCESE’S NEW WEEKLY  NEWSLETTER         
                                        ”UNITED”                                                                                                     
                   (visit website: www.pndiocese.org.nz/united).                                                                   
The ‘United’ newsletter is sent out every Friday while we move 
through this COVID-19 pandemic. Each week it contains important 
updates, prayer resources to use at home, links to helpful information, 

and other ideas of how to stay united.  

                    May Issue of WelCom Newspaper                             

Our Diocesan Newspaper is still available during lockdown, and a new 

issue is out now!  Local and international news and views. Read 

WelCom online >  https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-

may-2020-issue-382/ 

       CHANGE IN PARISH OFFICE HOURS                                                                                                                       
To better balance pastoral and administrative functions, the 
Parish Office hours will be open to parishioners  9am-1pm 
Monday to Friday. Parishioners are still able to contact the 

office by telephone 1pm-3pm.  

                  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
                          25th-31st May 2020 
Dear friends, 
During this week between Ascension and Pentecost Sundays the 
Christian churches make a special effort to pray for Christian unity. 
The theme for this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian unity is “They 
showed us unusual kindness” (Acts 28.2), which refers to the reception 
given to Paul and companions when they were shipwrecked on the 
island of Malta. 
There is much to reflect upon in this theme in the light of our experience 
of the last few weeks with COVID-19. We have been urged to “Be kind” 
and to “Stay united”. The pandemic has been the equivalent of a 
shipwreck for many people, and “unusual kindness” is needed as never 
before.  
Over centuries the Christian churches have moved from hostility and 
aggression towards one another to working together on the many things 
we have in common, especially our assistance for those who are most 
vulnerable. Kindness can unite us as Christians. We have already seen 
how it can unite us as Kiwis. 
Please take part in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in some way. 
If gathering is not possible or risky, then use the Eight Days of Prayer for 
Christian Unity leaflet which is available on www.catholic.org.nz or your 
diocesan website.  
Everything you do towards Christian unity counts. 
John A Cardinal Dew 
Archbishop of Wellington 

           St Vincent de Paul Shop. 

Our Hastings shop is back up and running,                        
although under now what we term as the                               
new "normal", but just so grateful that we                           
can reopen for all our wonderful customers.                                 
We are hoping to reopen the Flaxmere shop soon, but with 
the restrictions and guidelines felt it was best to leave closed 
at this point.  With all the safety rules and guidelines around 
keeping everyone safe we are, like all the other businesses, 
having to supply hand sanitizers, wipes, etc which are rather 
costly.  I am asking if anybody is able to help in the way of 
donating any hand sanitizer, cleaning wipes, spray and 
wipes, disinfectant, laundry powder etc. It would be greatly 
appreciated.                                                                            

God Bless. Judith Goninon, Manager.      

THANK YOU ! 

I would like to thank all parishioners who have 
responded so generously in donating their tax rebates 
for planned giving to the parish. In a time of stress and 
uncertainty the decision to make that extra contribution 
is much appreciated. As with other institutions our rates, 
insurance and other fixed costs remain even with the 

lock down.                                                                  

I would like also to thank Mr Brian Kelly for all the work 
he has put into the finances of the parish including the 
application for wage support from the government 
which has enabled us to continue to pay parish staff 
their full wage. We look forward to resuming Masses 
and ministering to the needs of the parish and wider 
community.                                                                      

                         Fr. Marcus Francis 

Congratulations to Father Nathaniel Brazil                                
who celebrated his fifth anniversary of his                         

ordination to the priesthood. 

We ask God to continue to bless him and                                

grant him many more years. 

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/united
https://pndiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca28536db7b20dd468433375&id=c0a883c6b6&e=f764c11f3d
https://pndiocese.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dca28536db7b20dd468433375&id=c0a883c6b6&e=f764c11f3d
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/
https://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_welcom/welcom-may-2020-issue-382/
http://www.catholic.org.nz


                                                                WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased: June Ward, John Blake, Desmond Newrick, Joshua van Hooijdonk. 

Please pray for the Souls of: Francis & May Seed, John & Lorraine Seed, Fearn Family, Claude Gibbs A12/5, Stanislaw Melgies A21/5 

If you wish to receive your newsletter via email:  Contact the parish office by emailing: admin@hastings.parish.nz                                                         

NOTICES FOR THE NEWSLETTER To ensure a space is available, notices for the newsletter need to be submitted by   Wednesday 

lunchtime.   Thank you 

St. Mary’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                                              
It has been wonderful to welcome the children back to school this week in Level 2.  All staff and children are happy to be back and there is 
lots of hand sanitising and keeping extra space around us.  Our school leaders, Liam,Josh,Sneha and Holly led us in a special Welcome 
Back Liturgy.  All the children are really happy to see one another and are enjoying renewing friendships.                                                   

God Bless, Rachael Quinney (DRS) 

St. Joseph’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                                 
School has resumed under Level 2 regulations and all is going well.  Our parents have been fantastic and our students are excited and 
happy to be back.  We have had very positive comments from our school community about the hard work of all the staff over the lockdown 
period and continuing now as we adjust to this new way of school life.                                                                                                          
Aaron O’Neill                                                                                                                                                                                            

Principal  

Sacred Heart College                                                                                                                                                                             .                                                                                                                            
The transition back to school has been successful with a high rate of attendance.  Our girls are enjoying reconnecting and strengthening 
our sisterhood.   All our Year 9 students will be involved in a liturgy remembering our RNDM sisters who have passed away and are laid to 
rest here at Sacred Heart College.  Our senior students are meeting with representatives from AUT, Victoria, Waikato and Canterbury 
universities via Zoom as they think ahead to next year.  Enrolment enquiries please call the school office on 8353761 or email 
admin@sacredheartnapier.school.nz                                                                                                                                                                  
God Bless,                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Maria Neville-Foster,                                                                                                                                                                             

Principal 

St. John’s College                                                                                                                                                                                            
It is wonderful to have our school community together again. The boys have been great settling into the Level 2 regime and are eager to 
get back into their learning and being involved again in sport. We began the week with a welcome back liturgy held separately at junior 
and senior assemblies. Energy levels are high as we face another challenge in our education journey. However, it was not all good news 
as we received the very sad news that one of our old boys, Joshua van Hooijdonk, and his partner were killed in a car accident on the 
Napier/Taupo highway. Please keep the family in your prayers as they come to terms with this terrible tragedy. We also ask for your 
prayers for the rest of our school community as we come to terms with school life in Level 2.                                                              
Enrolments for 2021: We are working on enrolment packages for 2021.  Any parents of Year 8 students wanting information please 
contact Deb Smith – dsmith@stjohns.school.nz.                                                                                                                                      

Conor Bolton (DRS) 

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and communities who are sick especially: Casey Gair (Ivy Roberts 

grandson), Vi Bond,  Kristen Hay, Greg Sloane, Leo Baltussen, Colleen Taylor,  Beverley Morley, Jack van Bohemen, Eve van 

Bohemen, Denyse Cornelius, David Ward, Elaine McGrath, Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the Hastings St Vincent de 

Paul, Lily Walsh, Lindell Collier,  Zoe Le Lievre, Colleen McHardy, Margaret Roberts, Des Sutton, Loyola Mouldey,  Staveley Tankersley, 

Vincenza Ercolano, Peter Dawes, Diane Masterton, Doug Matthews, Roy Gardiner,  Jan Campbell, David Mapu. Claire Lambert, Sue 

Davis, Bronwynne Thorp,  Ian Sandral, Gerardene Turfrey                                                                                                                                                                                               

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on the Prayer  List . 

PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special intentions please phone any one of the following people:                                        Fay 

Evans  878 8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928, Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

                                ARE YOU NEW TO OUR PARISH? If so....WELCOME!                                                                                                                 

                     Please contact  the office, on 06 878 7774, to register your name and details.                                                                                      

mailto:dsmith@stjohns.school.nz

