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OUR MISSION          

TO WELCOME              

all who we 

encounter so that 

we can build a 

relationship with 

each other 

TO LOVE                                

 OUR MISSION        

TO ENGAGE                

with God, each 

other and our 

community with 

hearts, minds and 

spirit                    

TO SERVE                 

God, each other, 
OUR VISION                                                                                                                                                                       

Office hours:                                                                                                                

The office is closed until further notice.                                                                                                                            

 PARISH TEAM 

            Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Francis ph. 02102283349                   Assistant Priest: Fr. Anthony  Htun  ph. 0273373356   
        In solidum Priest: Fr Brian Carmine ph.027516 3758                 Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi ph. 0272757086                         
            Parish Secretary: Trish Sharp                                               Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson   
        Hospital Chaplain: Deidre Russ ph. 878 8109,1, ext. 2718        Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki ph. 0211644218                 
                   Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

 
 
                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

This Sunday, on account of the gospel and the collection taken up by the Church for the 

support of the National Seminary, is called Good Shepherd Sunday. The focus of Jesus in 

the gospel for the day, however, appears to be not only on himself as the Good Shepherd, 

but also on the sheep: "They will not follow a stranger but will run from him because they do 

not know the voice of strangers." (Jn 10: 5) People are waiting to hear Christ and his 

message. He calls them out from despair, loneliness and isolation. The loving rule of Christ 

is not an imposition. Likewise, the role of the ordained in the Church is not a diminution of 

people's freedom or a limitation on their practice of the Christian life. Rather, priests, in 

particular, are there to minister the sacraments to believers and to assist people to know 

Christ and to make him known. Unfortunately, the experience of sin shows that even 

ordained ministers can be a counter sign. The answer to such problems is not for clergy to 

become more like laity. Priests only become better priests by imitating more closely and 

faithfully the one whom they represent every time they celebrate the sacraments - Jesus 

Christ. Priests need to speak and act so that people can hear the Good Shepherd whose 

presence and voice they are waiting for and this way act as gatekeepers: "The gatekeeper 

opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his sheep by name and leads 

them out." (Jn 10: 3) I encourage all parishioners to help their pastors through different ways 

of affirmation and constructive criticism so that their priests are encouraged in their ministry 

and more conformed to the person of the Good Shepherd.   

                                               Fr. Marcus Francis 
 

St. Peter 
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 4th SUNDAY of EASTER                                            
                                                                                                                                 

3rd May 2020 



Readings for Next Sunday: Year A:  

5th Sunday of Easter                                                                  

Acts 7:2-7, 1 Peter 2:4-9, John 14:1-12 

  
 
Tēnā koutou katoa and welcome to your youth corner. 
As some of our students return to school this week, we kindly ask 
your prayers for those staff and children, that they will be cloaked by 
the Holy Spirit's power of protection against the COVID-19 virus.  
Please do visit our youth Facebook page for all updates from the 
Diocese, where you can find some resources to be used at home 
while Mass is still not yet open. 
Wishing all our students the best of luck as they return back to 
school. 
 
God bless. 
Faaki Tuanaki, Youth Minister 

 

       COVID-19 VIRUS UPDATE 

There may be questions in the minds of some parishioners 

as New Zealand transitions to level 3 lockdown during the 

present covid 19 emergency. Some are understandably 

concerned to have access to the church buildings while 

others may be nervous about any breach of the 

government rules pertaining to public health. The level 3 

loosening has enabled the parish staff access to the parish 

office to carry out specific tasks, however, the office is not 

open to the general public yet. We hope to have your tax 

receipts in the mail or delivered in the near future. Please 

take time to read the accompanying letter with the receipts 

which asks that you consider donating your rebate to the 

parish if possible. Regarding the near future, we are 

subject not only to government advice on how to contain 

the epidemic but also, in obedience, to the indications from 

the Bishops of New Zealand. As a result, the parish office 

and church buildings will not be open until I am certain that 

we are acting in accordance with their wishes. Hopefully, 

this will mean the start of weekday Masses, with 

appropriate precautions once we get to level 2 of the 

lockdown. I thank Fr Brian for putting so much effort into 

calling up parishioners and for everyone who has taken 

time to stay in touch with and support others. Let us 

continue to pray for the parish, New Zealand and the 

world, that the health and economic consequences of the 

pandemic do not lead to further grief and suffering, 

especially for the elderly and vulnerable.                            

God bless, Fr Marcus  

Masses continue to be screened on ‘SHINE’ 
television. (Sky T.V. Ch. 201, Digital Free to Air T.V. 
Ch. 25)  every Sunday at 2.00p.m. Please share this 
info with anyone who does not connect to online 
streaming. 
Livestreaming of Masses:  
SCREENING MASSES FROM PALMERSTON NORTH 
CATHEDRAL - Go to www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-
united. 
The CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI is also live 
streaming Masses, daily, at 9.30a.m.. Visit their Face book 
page www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic,  or YouTube 
-Search ‘Whanganui Catholic’                                                                                                   

              PLANNED GIVING                                                 
Please save your planned giving envelopes until the lock 
down has been lifted. If you wish to pay by direct credit, 
the Bank account number is as follows; D.P.N. Hastings 
Pastoral Area, BNZ,  Palmerston North. 02-0630-0288045-
022. Please ensure to put your name and planned 
giving number in as a  reference.                                                                

Two single beds , (bases , mattresses , bedheads )                   

Free to a good home .  Phone 877 5037 

      World Day of Prayer for Vocations 3rd May 2020 

The purpose of the World Day of Prayer for                                             
Vocations is to publicly celebrate vocations                                                
to ordained ministry and religious life in all                                                         
its forms.  Many parishes and religious institutes                                                

commemorate this day with prayer for vocations.  

 

Dear friends,                                                                                                
On this day in particular, but also in the ordinary pastoral life of our 
communities, I ask the Church to continue to promote vocations. May she 
touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them to discover with 
gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to 
overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives 
a song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole 
world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us.                                                                   
                                                                                                            
    Pope Francis, World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 2020.                    

          

          Prayer for World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Holy Spirit, stir within us the passion to promote vocations to the 
consecrated life, societies of apostolic life, diocesan priesthood, and 

permanent diaconate. 

Inspire us daily to respond to Your call with boundless compassion, 

abundant generosity, and radical availability. 

Help us to remember our own baptismal call to rouse us to invite the next 

generation to hear and respond to Your call. 

Inspire parents, families, and lay ecclesial ministers to begin a 
conversation with young Catholics to consider how they will live lives of 

holiness and sacred service. 

Ignite our Church with the confident humility that there is an urgent need 
for religious sisters, brothers, deacons, and priests to live in solidarity with 

those who are poor, neglected, and marginalized. 

Disrupt our comfortable lives and complacent attitudes with new ideas to 

respond courageously and creativity with a daily 'YES!'  Amen. 

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united.
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/covid19-united.
http://www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic


If you have any anecdotes you could share with your fellow 

parishioners, in surviving this lockdown, email your ideas to 

admin@hastings.parish.nz                                                

Tell us what you have been doing in your ‘bubble’                      

while in lockdown.  

          He tatai pai tênei   This is a good plan                                                                                                  
(taken from the New Complete Manual                                    
of Māori Conversation and Vocabulary                                  by 
by Suzanne Aubert) 
 

Venerable Suzanne Aubert wrote: “Let us not lose courage on the 

journey.” 

We are in Coronavirus territory, on a journey never before travelled. 

We are pioneers at risk. But we have hope in our hearts, and we 

look out for each other. So encouraged, we will get through. 

 

"Keep us close to you, loving God, as we travel through this difficult 

time, for you are our strength, our light and our way"                          

                                Father James Lyons 

  “WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN YOUR BUBBLE?” 

Lockdown 
‘What did you do in the war Daddy?’ was a common question 
posed to servicemen after the second world war by their 
children. Forward 75 + years. ‘What did you do in the 
Lockdown Daddy?’ 
The shed was pristine as usual, but as I was now (officially!) in 
charge of the kitchen, the pantry was totally re-organised, and 
a couple of kitchen drawers got a cleanout. In the process I 
discovered a garlic crusher I never knew we had, mind you, 
we only moved in 4 years ago! But the biggest, and most 
momentous happening was to come. As soon as we knew 
there would be no Masses I decided we would say the rosary 
at around 4pm every day. For me that was a real 
achievement. In our 53 years of marriage we had never said 
the rosary, just the two of us. I’d like to think we will continue 
to do so once the Lockdown is lifted. The streaming of Mass 
from the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Palmerston North was 
another spin-off. Thank God for the Lockdown! Remember, 
nothing goes on forever, no matter how bad or good it is. 

Diary of lockdown                                                                 

To work off the extra calories consumed during lockdown, my 

day starts with a walk / bike ride.  I then check my emails and 

work from home. I ‘attend’ Mass, on Sunday, connecting to 

the livestreaming of Fr. Nathaniel and Fr. Vaughan. My 

mother is in a retirement village. I know how important it is for 

her to attend Mass, so since lockdown, I ring her and put the 

phone on loudspeaker so she can hear the Mass. Thank you 

Fr. Nathaniel and Vaughan for making this happen. 

Housework is up to date and the jobs I have procrastinated on 

over several months are slowly being completed. I look 

forward to socialising again and getting back to normality. 

                DIOCESE’S NEW WEEKLY  NEWSLETTER       
                                 ”UNITED”                                                                                                     
            (visit website: www.pndiocese.org.nz/united).                                                                   
The ‘United’ newsletter is sent out every Friday while we move 
through this COVID-19 pandemic. Each week it contains important 
updates, prayer resources to use at home, links to helpful 
information, and other ideas of how to stay united. Please sign up 
to receive this yourself and encourage others to sign up by visiting  

            www.pndiocese.org.nz/newsletter.  

                 A Bit of Light Humour 

While walking along the sidewalk in front of his church, 

our minister heard the intoning of a prayer that nearly 

made his collar wilt. Apparently, his 5-year-old son and 

his playmates had found a dead robin. Feeling that proper 

burial should be performed, they had secured a small box 

and cotton batting, then dug a hole and made ready for the 

disposal of the deceased. The minister's son was chosen to say the 

appropriate prayers and with sonorous dignity intoned his version of 

what he thought his father always said: "Glory be unto the Faaather, 

and unto the Sonnn, and into the hole he goes." 

 

After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all 

the way home. His father asked him what was wrong. Finally he 

replied, “That priest said he wanted us brought up in a Christian 

home, but I want to stay with you guys!” 

 

A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, “I 

know what the Bible means!” His father smiled and replied. “What 

do you mean, you ‘know’ what the Bible means? The son replied, “I 

do know! That’s easy, Daddy…”it stands for *Basic Information 

Before Leaving Earth*.” 

   FACEBOOK iTunes SCAM USING BISHOPS' NAMES 
 
Be aware that a scammer is contacting people by Facebook 
Messenger claiming to be one or other of your bishops, asking 
you to spend up to $500 on iTunes cards. You will then be 
asked for the code numbers on the back of the card, letting the 
scammer steal the money. This is a common fraud many of 
you will be aware of. Your bishops will NEVER send you a FB 
Message asking you to buy an iTunes or similar card. The 
accounts the messages are coming from are false. Scammers 
have created fake Facebook pages claiming to be those of 
bishops, and using photos of them taken from elsewhere. 
 This link goes to an Apple warning about the scam: https://
support.apple.com/en-nz/itunes-gift-card-scams 
 The NZ Government Scamwatch site has a warning about the 
iTunes scam: https://www.consumerprotection.govt.nz/general
-help/scamwatch/identify-a-scam/is-this-a-scam/ 

http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/united
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/newsletter
https://support.apple.com/en-nz/itunes-gift-card-scams
https://support.apple.com/en-nz/itunes-gift-card-scams
https://www.consumerprotection.govt.nz/general-help/scamwatch/identify-a-scam/is-this-a-scam/
https://www.consumerprotection.govt.nz/general-help/scamwatch/identify-a-scam/is-this-a-scam/


                                                                WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased: Gary Broome, Margaret Carmine (Fr. Brian’s aunty), Joan Corlet (Lee Russell’s sister), June Ward. 

Please pray for the Souls of: Lewis Caldwell A10/2, Grace Cullinane A7/3, Anne Thomson A25/3, Michael Dalton A13/3 

If you wish to receive your newsletter via email:  

Contact the parish office by emailing: 

admin@hastings.parish.nz                                                         

NOTICES FOR THE NEWSLETTER                                                        

To ensure a space is available, notices for the newsletter need to 

be submitted by   Wednesday  lunchtime.   Thank you 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Primary School                                                                                                                                                                  

With our return to school for some students, we have different rules and strategies to keep everyone safe. There is minimal staff on 
site, enabling our distancing but at the same time caring for the students that are here. It is a very different scenario from prior to 

lockdown that we all have to come to terms with. Our beautiful weather is a blessing.   

 

Sacred Heart College                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Learning continues remotely at Level 3.  Our House and Senior Leaders are engaging with our student body by coming up with new 
and eventful ideas including Virtual Fitness challenges, You Tube video’s and Lock Down Portraits.  If you are a parent of a Y8 
student or know of anyone who is interested in enrolling at Sacred Heart College for 2021 please email the school via the school 
website.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
God Bless,                                                                                                                                                                                           

Maria Neville-Foster, Principal 

 
St. John’s College                                                                                                                                                                                  .  
On Tuesday the College held a Teacher-only-day. Teachers met virtually, using the Zoom video conferencing app, at the beginning of 
the day and then met by department and one-on-one during the day, again using video conferencing technology. It is very clear that 
teaching remotely has many challenges and the learning curve has been steep for teachers, especially given the rapidity of the 
decision to lockdown the country. Last week, the principal, Rob Ferreira and the office and grounds staff were very busy preparing the 
school to open on Tuesday 28 April for staff and Wednesday, 29 April for students. Currently we have four students at school, so 
nothing much has changed in the education space between Level 4 and Level 3. Senior Leadership are at school every day this week 
with teachers popping in as, and when, needed but complying with the strict health and safety protocols in place. We ask that you 
continue to keep our college families and teachers in your prayers. 
 
Enrolments for 2021: We are working on enrolment packages for 2021. Once we come out of Level 4 and are back at the College 
we will be able to start the enrolment process for 2021.  Any parents of Year 8 students wanting information please contact Deb Smith 
– dsmith@stjohns.school.nz.                                                                                                                                                 
  
Conor Bolton (DRS) 

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and communities who are sick especially: Casey Gair (Ivy Roberts 

grandson), Vi Bond,  Kristen Hay, Greg Sloane, Leo Baltussen, Colleen Taylor,  Beverley Morley, Jack van Bohemen, Eve van 

Bohemen, Denyse Cornelius, David Ward, Elaine McGrath, Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the Hastings St Vincent 

de Paul, Lily Walsh, Lindell Collier,  Zoe Le Lievre, Colleen McHardy, Margaret Roberts, Des Sutton, Loyola Mouldey,  Staveley 

Tankersley, Vincenza Ercolano, Peter Dawes, Diane Masterton, Doug Matthews, Roy Gardiner,  Jan Campbell, David Mapu. Claire 

Lambert, Sue Davis, Bronwynne Thorp,  Ian Sandral, Gerardene Turfrey                                                                                                                             

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on the Prayer  

List . PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special intentions please phone any one of the following people:                              

Fay Evans  878 8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928, Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

      The ‘Catholic Parish of Hastings’ APP                                    

is an excellent tool for keeping up to date                                

with what’s happening in our Parish, especially                          

at this time. You will be alerted  to any                                 

notifications relating to Diocese.                                                                                                

    Go to the Play store and install the App to be informed.             

mailto:dsmith@stjohns.school.nz

