
425 Heretaunga St East Hastings 

www.hastingscatholic.org.nz Email: admin@hastings.parish.nz  Ph: 878-7774                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

For the latest updates of what's happening in our parish, download our APP from  the App  Store. under                                       

“Catholic Parish of Hastings”. Follow us on Facebook  ‘The Catholic Parish of Hastings’ 

OUR MISSION          

TO WELCOME              
all who we 

encounter so that 
we can build a 

relationship with 
each other 

TO LOVE                                

as Jesus loved 

 

 OUR MISSION        

TO ENGAGE                
with God, each 
other and our 

community with 
hearts, minds and 

spirit                    
TO SERVE                 

God, each other, 
our community and 

our environment 
OUR VISION                                                                                                                                                                       

‘LIVING AS CHRIST’ 

Office hours:                                                                                                                

The office is closed until further notice.                                                                                                                            

For urgent matters please contact the priests. Contact details below. 

 PARISH TEAM 

            Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Francis ph. 02102283349                   Assistant Priest: Fr. Anthony  Htun  ph. 0273373356   
        In solidum Priest: Fr Brian Carmine ph.027516 3758                 Deacon: Tevita Faka’osi ph. 0272757086                         
            Parish Secretary: Trish Sharp                                               Finance & Property Administrator: Jean-Ann Ferguson   
        Hospital Chaplain: Deidre Russ ph. 878 8109,1, ext. 2718        Youth Ministry: Faaki Tuanaki ph. 0211644218                 
                   Passionist Family Co-Ordinators: Graeme & Margaret Armstrong  ph. 8777758  

 PALM SUNDAY                                  
5th April 2020 

St. Peter 
Chanel                                       

817 Gordon Rd. 
Hastings 

Our Lady of 
Lourdes                     

85 Te Mata Rd                          
Havelock North                        

Immaculate 
Conception 

Paki Paki 

How do you find living in an enforced fast from the sacraments?                                                                                                        

The Jews in exile from their Temple, in the Prayer of Azariah, prayed:                                                                                                         

"For we are reduced, O Lord, beyond any other nation,                                                                                                                            

brought low everywhere in the world this day                                                                                                                                        

because of our sins. We have in our day no prince, prophet, or leader,                                                                                                

no burnt offering, sacrifice, oblation, or incense,                                                                                                                                      

no place to offer first fruits, to find favour with you.                                                                                                                                

But with contrite heart and humble spirit let us be received;                                                                                                                  

As though it were burnt offerings of rams and bulls,                                                                                                                                 

or tens of thousands of fat lambs,                                                                                                                                                        

so let our sacrifice be in your presence today and find favour before you;                                                                                             

for those who trust in you cannot be put to shame.                                                                                                                               

And now we follow you with our whole heart, we fear you and we seek your face.                                                                                     

Do not put us to shame, but deal with us in your kindness and great mercy.                                                                                    

Deliver us in accord with your wonders, and bring glory to your name, Lord."   (Dan 3: 38-43)                                                                                                                                          

Let us use this time in lockdown as an opportunity to re-discover the role and importance of 

the sacraments in our lives. In this we can identify more closely with the sufferings of our 

ancestors as, ultimately, with their joy: "Hosanna to the son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" (Mtt 21: 9)                                           

                                                                        Fr Marcus Francis 

Sacred Heart              

425 Heretaunga 
St East, Hastings               



Readings for Next Sunday: Year A:  
Easter Sunday                                                                                             

Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8, John 20:1-9 

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent,  and                                   

commemorates  the triumphant arrival of Christ                                            

in Jerusalem,  days before he was crucified. 

Palm Sunday is known as such because palm                                         

fronds  are used to participate in the re-enactment of Christ's arrival in 

Jerusalem. In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a  donkey, and  

the townspeople  threw clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in 

front of him as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people 

of great respect. Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of peace 

and victory, hence their use on Palm Sunday. The use of a donkey instead 

of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents the humble arrival of someone in 

peace, as  opposed to arriving on a horse in war.                                                                    

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is  live streaming Masses at 9.30a.m. 

daily and Fr. Nathaniel and Fr. Vaughan will ‘virtually’ bless your palms 

on Palm Sunday. 

                       The full account of the Passion of Christ  

                        (Matthew 26:14–27:66) is read on Palm   

                        Sunday. A short excerpt has been chosen  

                        for this newsletter.                   

                                                GOSPEL READING A reading from the 

holy Gospel according to Matthew 27:45-61                                                                                                   

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 

Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us 

see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a 

loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 

split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the 35 saints who 

had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the 

tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the 

centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 

earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this 

man was God’s Son!” Many women were also there, looking on from a 

distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When it was evening, 

there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a 

disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then 

Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped 

it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn 

in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 

away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 

tomb. 

             CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

All churches are closed and Masses and liturgies in 

the Diocese are suspended until further notice.                                   

       UPDATE – Live streaming of Masses              

Due to complete lock down there will be no live 

streaming of Masses, in The Catholic Parish of    

Hastings, as previously advised.                                            

Every Sunday, at 10.00a.m., Mass will be live 

streamed from the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 

presbytery. Visit their YouTube page to view. 

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is also live 

streaming Masses, daily, at 9.30a.m. Visit their Face 

book page www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic,  

or YouTube -Search ‘Whanganui Catholic’                     

          PLANNED GIVING                                          

For those who use planned giving envelopes, please 

save these until the lock down has been lifted. If you 

wish to pay by direct credit, the Bank account 

number is as follows; D.P.N.Hastings Pastoral Area, 

BNZ,  Palmerston North. 02-0630-0288045-022. 

Please ensure to put your name and planned 

giving number in as a  reference.                                                                

Dear MAGNIFICAT Family, 
During this difficult time, many of                                    
the faithful may be unable to attend                               
Mass. To help them  sanctify their                                           
day and to keep walking in the                                              
liturgical rhythm of the Church,                                           
we are honoured to make our  online version                                               
of MAGNIFICAT temporarily available to everyone for 

free.  Website:www.magnificat.com/free                                                 

   DIOCESE’S NEW WEEKLY  NEWSLETTER    
                                                     

”UNITED”                                                                     
(visit website: www.pndiocese.org.nz/united).                                                                   

The ‘United’ newsletter will be sent out every Friday 
while we move through this COVID-19 pandemic. 
Each week it contains important updates, prayer 

resources to use at home, links to helpful 

information, and other ideas of how to stay united.  

    Please sign up to receive this yourself and    
     encourage others to sign up by visiting      

      www.pndiocese.org.nz/newsletter.  

    The ‘Catholic Parish of Hastings’ APP                     

is an excellent tool for keeping up to                               

date with what’s happening in our                               

Parish, especially at this time. You will                             

be alerted to any notifications relating                         

to our Diocese.                                                                      

Go to the Play store and install the App to be informed.             

http://www.facebook.com/whanganuicatholic
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=5c99256208&e=8a27d17462
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=8a27d17462
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=8a27d17462
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/united
http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/newsletter


If you have any anecdotes you could share with 

your fellow parishioners, in surviving this       

lockdown, email your ideas to 

admin@hastings.parish.nz 

Reflections for Holy Week from Fr Marcus  

Chrism Mass 

The Mass of Chrism is one of those ceremonies which has unchanging readings. Every year the priests and people gather with 
everyone looking slightly older. They still come forward to collect the sacred oils from the far corners of the diocese and the 
priests renew their promise to serve the people. This year all of that will all be gone! We are left with the readings as we remain in 
lockdown. The Word of God still speaks to us and we can share it through our prayer and devotions in private, knowing that 
others around the globe are doing the same thing. We can empathize with clergy and laity who live under persecution or 
imprisoned or without access to the Mass for much of their year. To be united with them at this time helps us to understand what 
it means to part of the Universal Church. Jesus, in his programmatic sermon from the gospel of Luke, quotes from the prophet 
Isaiah: "...to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour", then, being seated and all ears attentive to him he says: "today this scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing."    (Lk 4: 19 and 21) Do we live in a year of the Lord's favour?  

Yes, no doubt, because the Lord is with us and will always be with us. The sacramental life of the Church will go on and the 
Kingdom of God will expand while other ideologies and way of life fall away. The joy of knowing Christ and being incorporated 
into his body through baptism outweighs all of our sufferings, not on account of our own merits but the love of the one who 
suffered for us and calls us to him: "But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that the extraordinary 
power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed but not driven to 
despair; persecuted but not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so 

that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So, death is at work in us, but life in you." (2 Cor 4: 7-12) 

 

Holy Thursday 

In the Opening Prayer/Collect, for this Mass, the Holy Eucharist is called: "this most sacred Supper," "a sacrifice new for all 
eternity" and "the banquet of his (Jesus) love." In the Prayer over the Offerings it is called "the memorial of this sacrifice" and in 
that after Communion: "the Supper of your Son" and "his banquet." The summary of what all this means is articulated in Preface I 
of the Most Holy Eucharist: "For He (Jesus) is the true and eternal Priest, who instituted the pattern of an everlasting sacrifice 
and was the first to offer himself as the saving Victim, commanding us to make this offering as his memorial. As we eat His flesh 
that was sacrificed for us, we are made strong, and, as we drink His Blood what was poured out for us, we are washed clean." In 
the 1983 Code of Canon Law we read: "Canon 897 The most August sacrament is the Most Holy Eucharist in which Christ the 
Lord himself is contained, offered, and received and by which the Church continually lives and grows. The Eucharistic sacrifice, 
the memorial of the death and resurrection of the Lord, in which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated throughout the ages is 
the summit and source of all worship and Christian life, which signifies and effects the unity of the People of God and brings 
about the building up of the body of Christ. Indeed, the other sacraments and all the ecclesiastical works of the apostolate are 

closely connected with the Most holy Eucharist and ordered to it. " 

All of this is a teasing out of the statement by Jesus in the Second Reading: "Do this in remembrance of me." (1 Cor 11: 24) Yet, 
all of this is inadequate. The only way to get some kind of purchase on the significance of this amazing sacrament is to enter as 
fully as we possibly can into the mystery. That most of us are obliged to fast from the Eucharist in this time of crisis can call us to 
reflect on the meaning of the Holy Eucharist for each one of us and what the act of receiving Holy Communion brings us. After 
all, for the laity, their participation in the sacrifice of the Mass is a Marian one. It is a sacrifice of praise and gratitude as we stand 
with Our Lady at the foot of the Cross. The joy of the Presentation in the Temple is joined with the anguish of Good Friday and 
ultimately the glory of the Resurrection and the Assumption. let us be caught up in this sacred mystery even as we are deprived 

of its communal celebration.   

Read further reflections, from Fr. Marcus, on our APP and website, as we proceed through Holy week to Easter Sunday. 

To help fill your day, check out these great YouTube 
clips :- 
   The Passion - A line drawing 
                  The Skit guys - Palm Sunday 
           What’s so good about Good Friday? 
                       The Skit guys - Good Friday 
  Good Friday -You need not say goodbye 



                                                                WE PRAY FOR OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  
Recently Deceased:  Peter Koorey,  Fr Fergus Reeves (New Plymouth)  Fr. Pat McCann, Kerry McGruddy (Judy Brocklehurst’s 

son). Anthony White (Heather Davis’ brother), Joan Reid, Gary Broome, Margaret Carmine (Fr. Brian’s aunty)  

Please pray for the Souls of: Lewis Caldwell A10/2, Grace Cullinane A7/3, Anne Thomson A25/3, Michael Dalton A13/3 

  
Namaste everyone and welcome to your youth corner.  It's hard to put 
things together during this lockdown as we all try to get used to doing 
things in a very different way. Fortunately, we are blessed to have 
technology which brings us together via different channels.  
School holidays started on Monday 30th March and we ask your prayers for 
our young people and their families, that they may cope well with this 
sudden change caused by the crisis that we are facing now.  We will try to 
keep in touch with them via social media, email or phone calls. Every day, 
we share the Livestream Mass from the Parish of Whanganui, by our 
former assistant Priest, Fr Nathaniel.  We also share other resources online 
to accompany them with their daily faith journey. We'll join online Stations 
of the Cross on Friday evening and the youth group can also access the 
version we used to do at youth night, via Facebook and do it at home with 
their families. May we take this time free from pressure and reunite with                                                    
our God by doing His Will. (St. Oscar Romero) 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If you wish to receive your newsletter via 

email:  Contact the parish office by emailing: 

admin@hastings.parish.nz  

   NOTICES FOR THE NEWSLETTER                                                        

To ensure a space is available, notices for the 

newsletter need to be submitted by                      

Wednesday  lunchtime.    

A very good Catholic website is “Laudate”. Explore 
this site for readings of the day, reflections and 20 
other options.                                                                         

Fr Brian 

Please keep in your prayers those in our parish and communities who are sick especially: Casey Gair (Ivy Roberts 

grandson), Vi Bond,  Kristen Hay, Greg Sloane, Joan Corlet, Leo Baltussen, Colleen Taylor,  Beverley Morley, Jack van 

Bohemen, Eve van Bohemen, Denyse Cornelius, David Ward, Elaine McGrath, Margaret Martin, members and volunteers of the 

Hastings St Vincent de Paul, Lily Walsh, Lindell Collier,  Zoe Le Lievre, Colleen McHardy, Margaret Roberts, Des Sutton, Loyola 

Mouldey,  Staveley Tankersley, Vincenza Ercolano, Peter Dawes, Diane Masterton, Doug Matthews, Roy Gardiner,  Jan Campbell, 

David Mapu. Claire Lambert, Sue Davis, Bronwynne Thorp,  Ian Sandral, Gerardene Turfrey                                                                                                                             

Names for the sick will be rotated monthly. Please let the parish office know if you wish for the name to stay on the Prayer  

List . PRAYERLINE:  When in need of prayers for special intentions please phone any one of the following people: Fay Evans  878 

8643, Eleanor McFlynn 878 9928, Trish Webley 8778172 or Margaret Frater  877 7571. 

   DEACON TRUNG’S ORDINATION TO THE     
         PRIESTHOOD  - UPDATE                                           
Deacon Trung’s Ordination to the                    
Priesthood has been postponed                               
until further notice.                                                  

Remember Trung in your prayers. 

                           “Blessed are those who have not seen                                                                 
            and yet have come to believe.” (Jn 20:29) 
Chiara Lubich, wrote, “These words of Jesus are an invitation to revive our 
faith, not to wait for support or signs of progress in our spiritual lives and not 
to doubt the presence of Christ in our lives and in history, even though He 
may seem far away from us. He wants us to believe in his love, even if we 
find ourselves in difficult situations or if impossible circumstances prevail 
upon us.”                                                                                                   
Let’s, this month, renew our faith in God’s love                                           
and “meet” Him in the depths of our hearts. 
All our love and unity 
Everyone at the Focolares 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There are several prayer and reflection resources on 
our website, caritas.org.nz. One of our most relevant 
resources in this Lenten season is our Lenten 
Reflection Programme, a guide for prayer and 
discussion through the Sunday Gospels of Lent. It is 
free to download on our website at caritas.org.nz/lent. 

    Download our Lenten Reflection Programme 

 Good Friday Collection for the Holy land   

         (Holy Places collection) 
Cardinal Sandr, the prefect for Oriental churches, has 
authorised that the Good Friday Collection for the Holy 
Land (Holy Places collection) be transferred for 2020 to 
Sunday September 13th, the date closest to the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Cross. 

http://m.vega.works/ls/click?upn=kFu7nqt1R8IF3b4itKttEWcoCHCywtW1KFH3gBO5WqQ-3DSOFh_r-2BDMsuWuYVmb7-2F1Mu1QL1P2Hj1RUIXPHBT5TqX7nIwzk0I7MrcvqnK-2Fs1D5BcAjfQ5Q7Km6A8WSqAqgaTncJ8eBHvVC-2BDXwjvPPYCo6nET-2BThszOVbSiySYNVIC6q7-2BOFazwbzONAvcYhazWlJANk5YubcSSNJhDmxM
http://m.vega.works/ls/click?upn=kFu7nqt1R8IF3b4itKttEcH52gtwes03mCrqlvdl01apG8c-2BjZrp8yKqfgyTM7ugBA-s_r-2BDMsuWuYVmb7-2F1Mu1QL1P2Hj1RUIXPHBT5TqX7nIwzk0I7MrcvqnK-2Fs1D5BcAjfQ5Q7Km6A8WSqAqgaTncJ8eBHvVC-2BDXwjvPPYCo6nET-2BThszOVbSiySYNVIC6q7-2BOFazwbzONAvcYhaz
http://m.vega.works/ls/click?upn=kFu7nqt1R8IF3b4itKttEeDiEm85D69D3cdnL9b1KfS6t-2BVQvq1N9PyNFGToe-2B6LCwoUrqHrzJ-2FFEdk-2BDs3Lj2m8zAGiEl37NMQhA2cfmxo-3DYsuI_r-2BDMsuWuYVmb7-2F1Mu1QL1P2Hj1RUIXPHBT5TqX7nIwzk0I7MrcvqnK-2Fs1D5BcAjfQ5Q7Km6A8WSqAqgaTncJ8eBHvVC-2BDXw

